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' Howbeit, in vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for Doctrines the Commands 
ments of Men. 


| HE Phariſees were. a Sect of 
| Men whoſe outward Behavious 
ſeem'd to beſpeak them of unble- 

miſh'd Manners, and a religious Life ; 
Men, that faſted often, made long Prayers, 
pay'd Tythes of Migg and Cummin, and 
were careful in diftributing Alms, but in- 
wardfy their Minds were. vitiated by a 
Spirit of Pride, Hypoctiſy, and Self- Love; 
with the Pretence of great. Study 5 and u 
religious Concern, for. the Ceremonies : of, 
the Antients, to the Traditions of theif 
Fathers, they added Innovations of their 
own, which they handed down to Poe. 
ſterity under the Sanction of the facted 
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Li; y Zeaching for Does the 7 bas 
mandmonts of 230 

* 0 
We do not meet with ſo much of the 
Phariſnicat Temper in any, nor even ih 
all the various Perſwaſions amongſt us this 
Day, as in the Romaniſts; who in Op- 
poſition to the meek Spirit of the Prinkte , 
of Peace, whoſe Doctrines are full of Cha- 
rity and Compaſſion, whole Toke and Bur- 
then are eaſy and light, clog the Divine 
Law with Ordinances of their own; Sind. 
ing heavy Burthens and grievous to be 
born, they lay them on Mens Shoulders, 
but they themſelves will not move them 
with one of their Fingers : They cancel 
and evade the weightier Matters of the 
Law, Juſtice and Mercy, and ſubſtitute 
in their Stead vain Doctrines and Com- 
mandments of their own. | 


[ 


They ſeem to difapprove of the Cruelty 
and Irjuſtice of thoſe who perſecuted the 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, while themſelyes, 
in Fact, ate actuated by the ſame Spirit, 
and guilty of the fame Crimes; with falr 
2 deluding 


(.5 ) 


deluding Promiſes of Pardons and Indul-: 


gences, to be given out of the ſupera- 
bundant Fund of Merit at Rome, they 
gain the Eſtates of ignorant and ſuper- 


ſtitious Bigots, not even ſparing W/7dows. 
Houſes ; and this they do under a Colour 
of Sanctity and Devotion; which fla»: 
grant Abuſe of Religion appear d ſo odious 
in the Eyes of our bleſſed Saviour, that it 


forced him to pronounce againſt ſuch, 
the Sentence which they ſo often and 
daringly, have pronounced againſt that 


Part of Mankind who value the written 
Laws of God more than their erroneous 


Traditions. 


At the firſt Reflection, it is very 
ſurprizing that Mankind ſhould be 
ſo. weak and infatuated as to give up 
Reaſon, and facrifice Conſcience, to a Man 


of the like Paſſions and Infirmities with 


themſelves; nay, what is worſe, one who 
dares to exalt Himſelf above all that is 
called God, and worſhiped as ſuch; who 
by writing his Religion in Characters of 
Sond, by calling in Cruelty, Malice, 
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6 Ge.) 
and Revenge to ſupport his Impoſturc, 
declares his Doctrine is not n above. 
But when v we:confider what numberleſs 
Miſthicfs, Ignorance and Superſtition, un- 
der the Direction of pions Fraud, have 
done in the World; and that the confus d 
Heap of Abſurdities which compoſe the 
miſ-ſhapen Structure of Popery, have no 
better Foundation than theſe to ſtand 
upon, we ſhall ceate to wonder. 


This Diſcourſe will not permit me to 
ipeak of their various traditionary Doctrines 
and Commandments, their Proceſſions and 
Purgatory, their Image-Worſhip, and A- 
doration of a Waſer, I ſhall only take No- 
tice of that ſingle Abuſe of Religion which 
ſeems intended to conceal the reſt, vi. 
praying in an unknown Tongue. To 


which, I ſhall add ſome Reflections con- 


certting the Occaſion of our pore 
Troubles. 


When we addreſs ourſelves to the Ma- 


jeſty of Heaven, and breath forth our De- 
{pcs 
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KG 
fires und Acknowledgments to at Divi- 
nity from whom no Setrets are dy it 18 
requiſite we ſhould baniſh every wild In- 
terruption of Thought that threatens do 
break in upon our Devotion, and the bexter 


to accompliſh this, we ſhould not only 
underſtand the Language, but have clear 
Ideas of the true Senſe and Import of each 
Word and Sentence we utter: The beſt 
Powers and Faculties both of the Will 
and Underſtanding ſhould now be awake 
for God, who teacheth Man Knowledge, 
and knoweth all Things himſelf, is not de- 
lighted with a diſſembled Appearance of 
Virtue, or vain Shew of Religion, but 
will be worſhiped with a ſerious and ſin- 
cere Mind: He is a Ppirit, and wilh be 
CEA in Spirit and in Truth. © 


To uſe lang Prayers as the Phar ies 
and vain Repetitions as the Heathen do, 
to honour Him with the Mouth (He hath 
told us) availeth not, except we pray 
with the Spirit, and with the Underſtand- 
ing: The Sacrifice which God expects is 
che Fruit of a devout Spirit, and the Of-. 

ſering 


(( % ), 
{icring that pleaſeth Him, a contrite 
Heart: It is better- five Times in a Day 
With a devout Frame of Mind to repeat 
that comprehenſive Form of Prayer our 
Holy Teacher preſcrib'd us, than with a 
cold Indifference to mumble over Mein ſu- 
perſtitious Mattius : It is better to ſpeak 
five Words with Vnderſtanding, than ten 
thouſand Words in an unknown Junguc. 


Oh how happy, if they would know 
their own Happineſs, are the Members of 
that Communion, where all the Charms of 
focial Virtue that ſweeten the Temper, 
and enlarge the Soul, where the mild Pre- 
cepts of a Religion adorn'd with all the 
Graces of a noble compaſſionate Nature, 
beſpeak themſelves faithfully copy d from 
that Divine Pattern of moral Excellence; 
who, in Compaſſion to our Infirmities, de- 
ended from tlie Boſom of the Father, to 
be a! Guide to the Tgnorant, and a Light 
jo thoſe that Se at in Darkneſs'! ; 


T7 he Key of Divine | ens Von is de- 
tained no longer at Rome; a Treaſure is 
iexcald whereby we are enabled to ren: 

| | der 
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der unto God, the Things due to God; 
the Writings of the Prophets and Apoſtlts, 
thoſe ſacted Oracles of Truth and Com- 
ſort, are given up into the Hands of every 
one of us; with this Advice, that wie 
would impartially peruſe them, and fairly 
inſorm ourſelves concerning their Mean- 
ing, when the greateſt Part of Europe 
dare not think for themſelves, but have 
their Underſtandings darkened and direct- 
ed by the holy Perfidy and oppreſſi ve 
Power of Rome; the Light of the Golpel 
ſhines in our Dwellings; out Divine Doc- 
trine fervently deſires, what their human 
Tradition fearfully forbids; this is what 
we delire ; Search the Scripratres; for in 
WW ye have fog May of Life. 


wt 


Its may, without Vanity, be ſaid that 
the Aim of our Church is to perfortn f it's 
religious Offices decently and in Order; 
its Prayers are compos d in the moſt . 7 
and affecting Strain of Language, its Ser- 
mons are calculated to expound the re- 
vealed Word of God, agreeable to his 
AIDE who ſays; let all Things be done 
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0 Pdificatiom.: But to ſpeak in an un- 
known Language, ad uſe a Voice that 
teacheth not, ig fendsing ouxſelves Bar- 
bariang to the Audience, while he that 
occupies the Place of the unlaar ned, 
knows not whether he be asking a Favouy, 
or .xeturning Thanks for one receiv d, 
knows not why or whereſore he ſays 
Amen. Thus while they treat the ferious 
Concerns of eternal Happineſs, in a careleſs 
inſignificant 'Manner, many Thouſands of 
well -diſ pos d Perſons who. would: have 
been warmd with a becoming Devotion, 
and. inſpir d with a Spirit of Peace and 
Meckneſs, by having the Scriptures fairly 
communicated to them, fos want of this, 
either remain languid and unaffected; or 
with a blind and miſtaken Zeal, ſor this 
unknown Noiſe, and gay Appearance of 
Spiritual Pageantry, are fill d with Wrath: 
and. Bitterneſs againſt the Proſeſſons of the 


true Religion and Ordinances of God and 


become Proſelytes and Children of Wiok- 
edneſs two-fold more than thoſe u teach 
them this dain Morſbip, and enforec upon 
their. Relief the Commandments of Men, 

People 
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1 of all N ations and Raligiohaites. 
cept thoſe-who call themſelves Cathelicks,-. 
were wont to pray in the Language they 
under ſtood. The Levites under the old 
Law read Diſtinc#ly, and gave the Senſe 
in the Hebr EW, Chaldee, Syriac, or whats 
ever Diale& Conqueſt or pan had 
made familiar to them, 3 - 


And behold how -þ the Almighty. | 
is to have the Gentiles enlightened with ſa- 5 
ving Knowledge, who, while Men of dit-. +4» 
ferent Nations and Languages throng, the. + 
Chriſtian Afſcmblics in religious Con- 
courſe, to enable them to preach and in- 
terpret to one another, and at the fame 
Time to awaken Mankind to the Belief, of 
that, 1mport ant Truth, ſends his Comſor- 
ter, and confers; upon them the. Giſt of 
Tongucs: Thus we find 7 arthians,. 
| Medes, and 25 lamitss, with diyers others; 
ſpeakmg. in one Tongue, the . 
ort, of Gd. a 10 


The primitiye Christians ſo far maintain» 
ed their Obedience to the Laus of the 
C bleſſed 


(1.13 .) 
bleſſed Jeſus intire, that they never warred 
againſt thoſe of the ſame Communion for 
more than five Hundred Vears after his 
Death; the peaceable Principles of his pure 
Religion prevail'd, and an univerfal Picty . 
reign'd amongſt them. But when the ſpi- 
ritual Pride of Rome began to liſt up its 
Head and threaten religious Slavery to 
Mankind, then were the ſacred Offices 
of Religion pub/ickly ſet to Sale, and the 
Commandments of God made void, by 
Laws of their own inventing ; then did 
Cruelty appear in all the horrid Shapes of 
Avarice, Deceit, and Bloodſhed; Truth 
gradually became diſguis'd, and is either 
loſt amongſt the ſuperſtitions Fooleries of 
their Innovations, or ſuppreſ#d by that 
Load of Ignorance the deluded World was 
then ſunk under. To bind this poor Na- 
tion in the ſame Chains of Ignorance and 
Slavery, and to reduce them to a blind 
Dependance on himſelf, * the Pope in the 
© Year 1240, ſends over 24 [talian Prieſts 
© with ſtrict Orders they ſhould be admit - 


* Mat. Paris, p. 476. 
| © tel 


rode Ao Want i g. 

ted into ſo — of the beſt Benefices, 
and ſoon after the Biſhops, of Canter- 
bury and Lincoln are ordered to provide 
* for zoo more; the Value of the Prefer- 
ments they at that Time enjoyed, exceeded 
* the Revenues of the Crown, being above 
* 400001”. Theſe knew not a Word of 
aur Language, they could not converſc 
with their Flock, thereſore ſeldom ſaw, or 
were concerned for them; their Time 
was ſpent in luxurious Eaſe, or promoting 
the temporal Schemes of their Holy Fa- 
ther, in terrifying the Faithful and Honeſt 
with the Thunders of Rome, i in engroſſing 
Eſtates ſor Indulgences diſpensd to the 
Ignorant and Fooliſh. 


AR 
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To read the Maſs, in a barbarous un- 
intelligible Manner, was then eſteemed 
an excellent Qualification, ſo that they 
who underſtood the proper Latin, were no 
better for it: The Art of Printing at that 
Time was not - invented ; it was curiouſ- 
ly writ upon Vellum, and the Copies 
dg d in the public Offices. ; 
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They are deny'd-upon the ſevereſt Pe- 
nalties to peruſe, or even have the Holy 
I rit in their Houſes; their Churches put 
on the idolatrons Reſemblance of Heathen 
Temples; Vollies of Adorations fly up to 
-the Saints: The Holy Duties of Devotion 
appear like ſo many ſacred Charms, 
whoſe Secret they, or the great Abſolver 
at Rome, could alone reveal. - And when- 
ever, under this Ignorance, Truth made 
{ome faint Struggles and Efforts to ſhake 
off the Load of Superſtition, Cruelties, 
that Nature ſtarts at, Inhumanities not 
mentioned by Pagans were exercis'd, that 
the Example might terrify, and prevent 
any Separation from their unrelenting, 
and unforgiving Church! -— Did He. 
whoſe Name they diſhonour, teach they 
ſhould merit Heaven by Cruelty and 
Murder? Theſe are Doctrines that Chri- 
ſtianity muſt certainly be aſham'd of 
ſince the honeſt Heathens with a generous 
Indignation diſclaim them; they have ex- 
perienced their faithleſs Inhumanity, diſ- 
covered their phariſaical Hypocriſy, and 
find 
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fad their Doctrines are the. Command. 
"ments of Men: +2 wig ny oro 
How menfirous; is their Pride! How 
miſtaken their Zeal. Who, contrary to 
the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, contrary 
to the Precepts of the great Author of it, 
are perpetually denouncing their Bulle 
and Execrations againſt thoſe that can- 
not think, or will not act as they do; a- 
gainſt us, who worſhip the Cod of our 
Fathers, after the Way which they call 
Hereſy : And how intollerable muſt it be 
for thoſe who are excommunicated as Here. 
ticks, to live with them in the ſame Com- 
munity! . No Faith is to be. kept 
Dith ſuch, + they are cut off from all the 
Privileges of Society, and excluded from 
the Benefit of the Law; from ſerving in 
public Offices, or electing others to ſerve; 
from giving or inheriting Eſtates by Wilt; 
Innocence, in ſhort, is left unguarded, * 
ſenceleſs, and expoſed to the lawleſs Vio- 
lence of every inſulting profligate Villain. 


+ Heury's Eccleſiaſt. Hiſt, Tom. 16. p. 10. N 
b Sacred 
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r Saecxecb and + everlaſting ought the Re, 
membrance of our dear and pious Fore- 
fathers to be to us; who to ſtem the Tor- 
rent of-theſe - poyſonous DoAtines, and to 
tree u ſuture Race of Men "Kh the in- 
dupportable Chains of Po Servitude, 
in Defiance of their Stripes, Impriſon- 
ments, and Tortures, in Defiance of Death 
itſelf, declared themſelves Champions for 
che Cauſe of Chriſt, laboured in the Goſ- 


pel ſor his Kingdom, and it's Righteouſ- 
< . Sake. 


But Innocence and Virtue never reſt 
-long fecure from the envious Deſigns of 
ſurious Pride and Ambition: The Bleſ- 
ſings of that pure Religion, and valuable 
Liberty we enjoy, are Objects which 
raiſe the Envy of France, who, ſince ſhe 


cannot by open Force prevail againſt us, 


(like the Grand Seducer) induſtriouſſy 
employs the ſecret Engines of Malice, to 
embroil the credulous, weak, and diſaf- 


ſected, and involve themſelves, their 


Fiicnds and Foſterity in Ruin; What 
| Reafon have chey, in ſuch an :nveterate 
Marner, 


(, , „ 
Manner, to direct their Malice. againſt us? 
We do not diſturb their Liberties; Laws, 


or Religion, nor endea vour to encroach 


upon, or invade their Dominions; all that: 


we aim at, and wiſh for is, that -theix, 
Tyranny may not overflow, their Corrup- 

tions may not inſect the Liberty and Re- 
poſe of us and our Neighbours; and thus 

far that Almighty Power which ſuperin- 

tends and directs all humane Affairs hath 
ſretch'd forth his protecting Hand over 
this Iſland, and improy'd our happy Re- 
ſormation; thus far, under God, the Bra- 
very of the Arms and Wiſdom of the Bri- 

tiſh Council have ſaved us from the Hands, 

cf Strangers, ſo that they A not ſerve. 
themſelves of us. 


If wiſe Laws adiminilfied by the Will 
of a righteous Prince, be one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings God beſtows on a Nation, how 
happy onght we to think ourſelves, .. who. 
haye a King endowed with all the Royal 
Virtues that adorn a Throne; form'd to 


protect thoſe who live under the Shadow 
of Nis roms! with Juſtice and Mo- 


deratittr; 


1 | | 
deration ; who hath begun in the Service 
of the Houſe of God, and in the Law, and 
in the Commandments to ſeek his God, 
hath done it wth all his Heart, and © 
thus far proſpered. 


Were ever greater Proof of heroic For- 


titude ſhewn by any Sovereign F amily in 
Europe? Did Providence ever more im- 
mediately interpoſe in the Favour of any? 


How bravely did the martial Courage of 
his Father ſhine in Him, when at the 
Battle of Oudenarde, the Sons of France, 
and the Pretender fled before Him ? And 
how bravely the beaming Glories of di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Valour diſplay themſelves in his 
warlike Son, who now purſucs that b1got- 
ted Devotee of Rome, the ſuppoſed Son of 
the Pretender, none of you are ignorant. 


But to follow my Reflections upon this 
Occaſion: 


_ © The Principles of a Proteſtant King do 
© not diſqualify him to govern Papiſts, yet 
* the French will not ſuffer one to come 

| © upon 
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© upon their Throne; why then ſhould. 
they complain it we refuſe a Papiſt, whoſe 
Principles of Religion are intirely incon- 
ſiſtent with our Form of Government 
A Will to govern, and a Will to deſtroy 
are intirely inconſiſtent! By the Ties of 
Religion they are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
extirpate with Fire and Sword all Prote- 
ſtants; they are bound to do ſo even upon 
Pain of Damnation. 


Hath the Nation ſo long preſcrib d its 
own Laws, have our Kings been fo long 
accountable to the Parliament ſor all their 
Proceedings, and muſt our Laws now be 
in the Breaſt of one Man? Muſt he have 
the ſole Diſpenſation of them, and pretend 
Didiae Right to treat us ill ? 


Muſt we in the Fruition of the ſweeteſt 
Liberties, under the mildeſt Church, and 
moſt regular Conſtitution of State, tamely 
give up theſe Privileges, and go feek our 
reedom from France, and Religion from 
Reme ? Muſt —_— pretend to that 

Heres 


Cay 

Hereditary Title, which $27, by rejecting 
the Commanaments of the Lord, had ſor- 
ſeited, and God had tranfated: from bis 
Floaſe? Can that excellent and noble Vir- 
tue, the Love of our Country, the Wel- 
fare of the Community we were born in, 
which fignaliz'd the Heroes of Antiquity, 
and warm'd our Fathers with a generous 
Leal, die in the Breaſt of a free-born Brj- 
ton“? Do ſuch live in the Nation who 
would plunge their native Country into 
theſe Calamities, and involve their Rela- 
tions, Friends, and Families in a Train of 
nfupportab.c Miſchiefs? — What could 
Hey gain by it, but this melancholly Pro- 
pet! To ſec Britiſh Liberty fettered in 
ie Chains of French Slavery; to ſee our 
;1cck Religion trampled upon by blind 
Zuperſtition; to ſee their Countrymen de- 
rived of their Eſtates, their Houſes inha- 
hited by Foreigners, while they, ſepara- 
ſed from their Friends, wander about in 
range Countries; to ſee the venerable 
Age of their Parents ill- treated, their Sons 
made Slaves, their beloved Wives and 

Daugh- 


6 
Daughters, the dear Companions of their 
Youth, and Comfort of their” Age, tore 
from he by the Hands of enragd Ruf- 
fians; to ſee the Fences of dur Laws, and 
the very Conftitution of our Legiſlature tl 
broken; to ſee the Racks of an Iuguiſition [ 
repair'd, and the Fires of Perſecution be- 1 
gin to blaze again ; to' ſee our Riches go | 
to Rome for the Diſpenſat:ons of religious 
Tyranny, this free-bors People ſent to the j 
Mines and Gallics, the ingenious Mechanics | 
carried over to manage their ManufaQtures, 
the induſtrious Labourer tranſported tothe 
American Plantations, a P Officer 
take Place of a noble Peer, and a learned 
Univerſity turned into a Seminary of Su- 
peritition : — In ſhort, to be in Bondage 
to France and Rowe, would be worſe than 
Ezyptian Slavery; what Encouragemei- 
can there be for Induſtry in a Nation wher. 

People have Nothing they ca properly 

call their own? where they are every Mo- 
ment in fear of loſing what they have go! 
by the Sweat of their Brow ? where no- 
thing would eſcape the ravenous Hands 
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hungry Foreigners, who would flock over 
and eat up the Plenty of our Nation, 
which now, like the Land of Canaan, 


flows with Milk aud Honey? 


Theſe are Conſequences which, I hope, 
none of us will ſee, yet it is the Buſineſs of 
us all to guard againſt them; and how can 
this be effected but by an Union of Hearts 
and Hands, by Praycrs to Almighty God, 
and by a firm Reſolution to ſupport fo 
righteous and worthy a Cauſe. God alone 
can inſpire a Courage ſuperior to all Dan- 
ger, and give Strength above an Arm of 
Fleſh ; an Alliance with Him is our only 
Comfort and Sccurity, for if He be for us, 
none can prevail againſt us; ihe Enemy 
ſhall not be able to do us Violence, nor 
the Sor of Ii ickeane(s hurt us. 


4 
There are certain Times and Seaſons 
wherein Heaven has decreed to chaſtiſe the 
Impieties of Mankind, and ſcourge an offen- 
ding Nation: When Atheiſm and Immo- 
tality brood under the Wings of Peace, 
and 
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and Pride, the ungrateful Offspring of Plen- 
ty melts in Vice and Luxury, when Man- 
kind have eaten, and are full, and begin 
to ſay, who 7s the Lord © Providence 
which loves to make human Means the Tn- 
ſtrument of Divine Juſtice, and from the 
Variety and Viciſſitude of it's Effects ſhews 
the Infinity of the Wiſdom of God, raiſes 
up one Kingdom againſt another People, 
and even that ſometimes to its wn De- 
ſtruction. | 


Thus the idolatrous Sexacherib, who 
for a while made the Earth to tremble, 
aid ſhake Kingdoms, made the World as 
a Wilderneſs, aud deſtroyed the Cities 
thereof, is ruined by the Prayers of good 
Hezekiah ; his Army falls by an inviſible 
Hand, and himſelf becomes a Proverb and 
Reproach to the World : He, who was 
ordained the Rod of God's Anger, vainly 
arrogates the Glory of Succeſs to himſelf, 
and in the Pride of his Heart, ſays, by my 
own Hands I have dong it. But God 
bids 1/raet not fear this prond Aſſyrian, 

* . for 


„ 
for his Rod was lifted up after the Mau- 
ner of Egypt, that is, like Pharaoh he 
talks high, and threatens ſorely; we will 
purſue, we will overtake, and divide the 
Spoil, cue chi draw our Sworas, and our 
Hands ſhall deſtroy them. But he who 
can convert any Part of rhe Creation into 
an Inſtrument of his Vengeance, and makes 
the Fire, or Hail, or Wind, or Water, Ex- 
ceutioners of his Wrath, cauſes the ind 
to blow, and the Sc covered them: Pha- 
raoh and his Chariots were overwhelmed 
in the Red Sega. 


The hardeſt Heart ſoſtens, the proudeſt 
Look is humbled, the itrongeſt Arm fails 
when Omnipotence contends with it. 


Whilſt luxurious Beſſta Sar drinks out 
of golden Bowls, and praiſes his Gods that 
were made with Hands, an Embaſſy comes 
from the Governour of the World to tell 

him, that his Actions were weighed in the 
Ballance of eternal Juftice, and found 
wanting, His proud Looks are turned 
into 


F. 
into a ſudden Paleneſs, he changes Counte® 
nance, Rare, oy trembles.  28z6h 


Nebuchadnezzar, mistestedd with the 
gay Dreams of Proſperity; forgets the Mu- 
tability of human Things, and the Morta- 
lity of Man, and thinks himſelf equal to 
the K7ng of Kings; till the God of Dauiel, 
who relie ves thoſe that rely upon Him, 
abaſes the proud, and brines the ungodly: 

aown to the Ground, reduces him to x 
Condition inſerior to the [Dignity of Man; 
then ſenſible of his own Inſufficiency, and 
the Frailty of human Nature, he owns the 
Omnipotence of the moſt High, and praiſes 
Him whoſe Dominion is everlaſting, who 
aoth according to his Mill in the Army 
of Heaven, and among the Iuhabitants af 
the Earth, whoſe Works are Truth, 1 


his Ways Judgment. & © 


Now fince the Proceedings of Mankind 
are weighed in the Scale of Divine Equity; 
ſince the Endeavours of thoſe Men were 
always ee who took Care to en- 
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gage tlie Patronage of the Lord of Hoſts; 
doubt not, my Brethren, but the God 
whom we ſerve, will, if we, like pious Da- 
nici, or good Hogstiab, pentiently apply 
to Him, deliver us from the Hands of this 
great Diſturber of our Peace; who for 
ſome Time hath been ſeeking to | raiſe the 

Fabric of univerſal Monarchy upon the 


Ruins of our Liberty and Property; ſtriv- 


ing to ſet up and pull down Kings; to ſt 


Kingdoms at Variance, to bathe his Sword. | 


in innocent Royal Blood, and render the 
moſt beautiful and well- governed Countries, 


a Scene of Deſolation and Calamity ; doubt 
not, I ſay, but the patient Providence and 


immutable Juſtice of God which equally. 
extend themſelves to all Places, Times, arſd 


Perſons, will immediately interpoſe, and 


cauſe the Deſtruction he deſign'd for o- 
thers, to fall upon his own Head. 


In the mean Time, let us examine Our. 


ſelves, what Uſe we have made of theſe 


happy Days of Peace and Plenty we have 


= long been — of, whether our-ſais- 
5 Churches, 


Ehren 


e © me . 
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Harveſts have been well employ d; Have 
bur Churches been conſtantly frequented by 
us? Have theſe Roofs ſounded: with ſincere 
Acclamiations, and joyfiil Praiſe to the Au- 
thor of ſuch ineſtimable Benefits? Have 
our Gates been open, and Hands liberal to 
the Fatherleſs and Needy ? Have our 
plentedus Harveſts ſupply'd the Wants of 
the Widow, and not fed the vain Appetites 
of Extravagance and Luxury? — If we 
can ſay, all theſe Things have we done, 
happy are we; to be free from the Guilt 
of his Country's Calamity, muſt be a great 
Satisfaction to a pious Man; tho he ſuffer 
here in the common Stortn of 3 
he is ſure to be ended hereaſter. 


Prog an; bapde dente eng Bake, 
ket us pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, 
and ſtrive to make it, as 4 City at Unity 
with itſelf; Let us addreſs the Throne of 
Heaven with, one Accord, with a Concert 
of Voices, and Union of Hearts, anil re- 
ſolve no longer to tempt the Divine Ju- 
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pearing before Him, who kiowerh the 
'Hearts of all Men, whs is not delgfd 
with an Out- ſide of Forms, and bath 
Ceremonies, hin ſtolerꝶ and loweth kl 
who worſhip Him in Wisdom, Truth > Wi 
Meckaeſs, who ptay with ths e, ol 
Underſtanding, and ſtrive that their 
' Righteouthefs (that their religious Wor- 
ſhip) may cxcced the formal \Doyridhs'f 
pou Sorber and rer nt ba vis , 
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